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Mark Coyne : Introduction to Soil Microbiology  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Introduction to Soil Microbiology: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great book on MicrobiologyBy A CustomerThis is one of the best 
science textbooks that I have ever read. It is intended for students and others who are interested in everyday 
microorganisms and the roles they play in the environment. Topics include the history of soil microbiology, 
metabolism, enzymes, soil macrofauna and microfauna, microbial interactions, soil as a microbial habitat, nitrogen and 
other nutrient cycling processes, carbon cycling, heavy metal remediation, bioremediation and composting.What 
makes this book unique is the fun way that the information is presented (from fundamental to advanced topics). What I 
especially liked were the breakout sections that described especially interesting environmental "hot" topics (PCBs in 
the environment, Se in Kesterson wetland, vermicomposting, and many others) and simple microbial experiments (e.g. 
making sauerkraut at home, measuring denitrification, and many others) illustrating the role of microorganisms and 
other procedural steps of the methods. Another aspect that I really liked was that each subject was told in a short story 
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format with enthusiasm and wit.I would encourage anyone interested in natural sciences to get a copy of this 
book.Anonymous Faculty.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Make it a part of your personal library 
!By Said S AL-IsmailyThis book is well written one and contains a vast and updated knowledge in soil microbiology. 
The content of this book is easy to digest especially for individuals who are new to the field of soil microbiology. The 
text is enriched with easy to follow displays and figures. I strongly recommend my fellow students to get this reference 
and make it a part of their personal library.

Soil Microbiology is a user-friendly introduction to the incredible world of soil microbiology. The microscopic life in 
soil influences virtually everything in our lives from the water we drink, the food we eat, to the air we breathe. 
Understanding something about the life in soil, appreciating the things that these life forms do, and seeing how these 
activities influence our world is the goal of this textbook. This is a book you can actually read and comprehend with a 
minimum exposure to soil science or microbiology. It's appropriate for advanced high school students and college 
students just embarking on the study of environmental science. The textbook describes the life in soil in numerous 
short chapters that explain the basic concepts of soil microbiology in simple terms. Soil Microbiology is full of 
pictures that illustrate each chapter's content, and it takes the reader through graphs and figures that a soil 
microbiologist would be interpreting every day. For almost every topic, the textbook provides a brief description of the 
procedures by which that information was obtained. The questions at the end of each chapter not only test the reader's 
general knowledge, but also stimulate them to think in broader, more abstract terms. Each chapter also has questions 
that help the reader use the math skills a typical soil microbiologist might use. Three large appendixes provide the 
reader with a glossary of common soil microbiology terms, a complete list and pronunciation guide of all the 
microorganisms listed in the textbook, and a time line that puts some of the events in soil microbiology into historical 
perspective.
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