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DArcy Wentworth Thompson : On Growth and Form: The Complete Revised Edition  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On Growth and Form: The Complete Revised 
Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A word to the wise.By David BoardThe thing about this book is you 
need to be a full blown intellectual to read it I unfortunately am not. I yearn to be but the sad truth is I am a low brow 
kind of reader. Never the less, while I could not follow the depth of euriditin I did enjoy the scope and detail of 
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Thompson's narrative. If you do find you can read this book you are a brilliant man or woman.This book affords the 
deep and sensitive mind an I depth romp far deeper and beyond the Ken of such brilliant minds as Von Humbolt or 
Darwim. But beware because D'arcy Wentworth Thimpson was not only the last of the great polymaths. He may have 
been the greatest. .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Too thick for readable paperbackBy XeniaMaybe 
a good book by itself, but this particular print is unreadable. The book should not be printed in paperback, since it is 
too thick. When ordering I did not think how big the book is, as I have seen the abridged edition (this is "complete"). 
This particular book is about 3.5 in thick, with the longest side 8.4 in! It would be ok for the hardcover, but paperback 
would fall apart immediately :(0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book but it is HEAVYBy Sam 
HVery interesting read. But be warned that the book is huge and as a result quite heavy (at least for a petite person like 
me). I would have loved to take it on my commute/travels with me but it would be a burden to carry. I often wish they 
had left out the footnotes (which sometimes occupy half a page) or made them smaller to reduce the number of pages.

In this classic of biology and modern science, Sir D'Arcy Wentworth Thompson (18601948), one of the most 
distinguished scientists of the modern era, sets forth his seminal "theory of transformation" - that one species evolves 
into another not by successive minor changes in individual body parts but by large-scale transformations involving the 
body as a whole.First written in 1917, the book was revised by Thompson in 1942 the revision reprinted here. The 
esteem in which this monumental, lavishly illustrated work is universally held derives not only from its scholarship 
and creativity, but also from the rich literary style that exemplifies Thompson's great erudition in the physical and 
natural sciences, ancient and modern languages and the humanities.The book begins with studies of organic 
magnitude, the rate of growth, cellular form and structure, adsorption, and the forms of tissues, then examines a vast 
spectrum of life forms, and concludes with a comparison of related forms that leads to the theory of transformations.

.com First published in 1917, On Growth and Form was at once revolutionary and conservative. Scottish embryologist 
D'Arcy Wentworth Thompson (1860-1948) grew up in the newly cast shadow of Darwinism, and he took issue with 
some of the orthodoxies of the day--not because they were necessarily wrong, he said, but because they violated the 
spirit of Occam's razor, in which simple explanations are preferable to complex ones. In the case of such subjects as 
the growth of eggs, skeletons, and crystals, Thompson cited mathematical authority: these were matters of "economy 
and transformation," and they could be explained by laws governing surface tension and the like. (He doubtless would 
have enjoyed the study of fractals, which came after his time.) In On Growth and Form, he examines such matters as 
the curve of frequency or bell curve (which explains variations in height among 10-year-old schoolboys, the florets of 
a daisy, the distribution of darts on a cork board, the thickness of stripes along a zebra's flanks, the shape of mountain 
ranges and sand dunes) and spirals (which turn up everywhere in nature you look: in the curve of a seashell, the swirl 
of water boiling in a saucepan, the sweep of faraway nebulae, the twist of a strand of DNA, the turns of the labyrinth 
in which the legendary Minotaur lived out its days). The result is an astonishingly varied book that repays skimming 
and close reading alike. English biologist Sir Peter Medawar called Thompson's tome "beyond comparison the finest 
work of literature in all the annals of science that have been recorded in the English tongue." --Gregory McNamee 


